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TIfE RrTRiAT 9f the Ten Tboufamf GREEKS: 
Or, the Expedition of CTRUS. Tranflatcd from 
Xenophon, with Critical aiid Hiftorical Notes. By 
]^dward 3pelinan^ Efq; 

^iCiiliirated^OlAjHi^i in his detent fSJiorj^ gives tbi{ 
fFhrk thiJhUowing Charafier. 

^ This Retreat, in the C)pinion of the bcft Judges, and 
• molt cxperiqvc'd-ip tfe?,,Art..iD\f -5^ the boldeft^ and 
f iMflTfondufti^ fl^eploit t6 bS fopnd in aricicnt ttiftory, 
f an4U4«€m^d«fierfe&Kfc^l%itVlHnd. Bap][)ily for ui 
f it is defcribed to fhe o^oft minute Circiimftance, by an Hi- 
f ;ftpriaii, who was not only Eyc-witnefs of the Faas he rc-r 
f lates, bu( thp firfl: MQv:er. the Smil ^ ^l^is great E|itcrprizc. 
f Icatinpt omit acmfik^ ^u^ *ei*nifj whp make Arms 
f their Profeffibn, to pcrufe this tyork with Attention.' Jt 
< is very dpcult to fljttrt witk ^^noie abli^ Maftej? ihii 
^^^f^Jim ^<Ar| of Wir ; Jf ^^M iiftap$%^l '^gai 
f "ply'd ^hat Iftiriier fays pfPfaqehix^ the (governor of Achit 
? Ics, That he v^as e<malhf capable of forming his Puplfor Eh^ 
f quenci or Arms. In ^ VoJs.^dliivp. Price TenShillings, 

JURA ECCI.ESIASTICA : Or, a Treatife on the Eq- 
claiafiical Laws and Courts ; fhewing their Origin, Extent, 
Jncreafe, Power, Authority, and Operation, ^d in what 
Maaner-fubjeft W arfff l^ftr'srriSirtlSpftfe'^^m fiawl 

wd Courts *^f Judipatiire. Cdllefe|$; from; the ^ft Aiitnori- 
ties both Antiehi and Modern, andiriterfpers'd with various 
pafes adjudgfd and depermin'd in the Courts of La>«if and E- 

E"* uity } never before publifli'd > and coiifider'd under the foK 
)wing Heads, viz.* .... . , 

1. Bcflef^fticaI P^ifpns, of what Sorts, and who they 

2. Ecclefiaftiical Laws, their Qrigin, Antiquity, and Ope- 
fatiort. *'■•,'■• * '■ • ■ -.;■•.-.■■• 

3. Ecclefiafiical Courts, what they are, how goyern?d. 
and their Proceedings, 

4. Ecclcfiaftical' Courts, how. fubordinate anc| cont|V>uk4 
by the fvjperior Temporal Courts, 

5. Eccleliaftical Courts, how fubordinate a^d qontrouled 
by the fuperiof Temporal Court, where both the Matter 
^nd Perfon or one of them, are £cc}efiaftical, or ar^ 
jfo pretended by Ecclefiafticks to be, 
' In 2 Voh.QHavo. J)y a^m\^Qxofthe^'iA^^•T^m^\t^ 
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SERIOUS 

C0NSIDERAT10NS,6rV. 




HERE is nothing exalts nnd ennobles 
the Charader of Man more, than- a be- 
nevolent Difpofition, dircdting us, co 
alleviate and Ibficn the Cares, and Dif- 
treflcs of our Feilow-Creatures, by every 
Art and Contrivance, of which our natural Abih- 
'ties, or a fuccefstul Fortune may have rendered us 
capable. This^ happy Turp of Mind, direfted to 
individuals^ exprefles a juft Senfe of the^due Regard 
'we owe to one another : But when it extends itltlf to 
a whole Nation, it tifes fuperior to thecomfnon Afts 
of Humanity -, intimates our Dcfire of attempting Per- 
feiftipn, and rcfemblcs fomething Divine. You are. 
Sir; believed by the Town to be the Author of a liitlc 
Performance entitled. Serious Conjider^itions on the 
Bkb Dulles ; wherein is expreJi)'d that happy Turn 
of^pirit, that Inclination towards Benevolence, that 
'Love to your Country, and Good Will to its individual 
Members, which conftitute you an Honour to your 
, Family, a Grace toyour Country, and a fhining Ex- 
ample to Pofterity. Thefe Confiderations naturally 
lead us into an Enquiry, how it happens, that with 
all thefe fine Qualities, and fuitable Abilities for fo 
imporunc a Work, you only introduce us into the 

B Road, 



[ * ] 

Road to Profperity^ uid there leave us like helpltfs 
Orphans, to fliift for ourfclvcs; to ftrugglc through 
an intricate Scene of perplexed Views and Defigria, 
and without an able and vigilant General at our Heiti» 
or united Counfels^ to endeavour to break i^iroriah - 
almoft infurmountable Difficulties.-— *Ti« to Ikae 
Purpofc, you tell us what i« right i hcfw Duties ife 
to be lowered, or what will fave a finking Nation; 
unlefs you at the faa)e Tinrie inform us, how your 
Opinions may be rendered capable of coinciding with 
Views and Intcrefts dircdtly oppoHte to them ; wheri 
gll the Power lies^ that is capable of bringing about 
fo good a Work : In a word, Sir,, you hive left us In 
. the Condition of an Eaft-India Mariner^ who, after a 
long and tedious Voyage, meets with hazy Weather> 
attempting to fall in fair with the Briii/b Coaft, and 
has nothing to depend upon but a vague and uncertain 
Reckoning : At length the joyful Noon approaches^ 
the gloomy Clouds fepaiute, and leave a Space,, thro* 
which he difcerns the wilh*d-for God of Day, jia 
full Meridian Luftre. He eagerly attends the Advan- 
tage Of the important Minuie i his End fo far attain*d» * 
a conftant Gloom then after covers the Face of Hea* 
ven, and he is left to trace out the untrodden Paths of 
the Ocean, with the fame Uncertainty, within a Trifle^ 
as before* Thus, Sir, youjuft favour us wkh the £- 
manacions of jrour Wifdom, then vanilh and leave us 
in a Mift, to wander we know not whither. This> 
Sir, 1 take to be either owing to your Modcfty^ oi 
that you cxpcd fome other Hand may contributie to 
the Improvement of your Defign, of which you in* 
tend to make a proper Ufe, and then exhibit to pur 

View a finilh'd Performance. PlcasM with die a*. 

greeable Reflexion, I feize with Pleafure the happy 
Opportunity ' of entering into your VieWs, and of 
f:ontributing towards the finiihing pf a Scheme of thi: 
laft Confequence,which,without fuch Encouragement, 
I Ihould have hardly had ^hfe Prefumbtion to have 
stftempted 5 but as IhaVfe jN&g«^» I pleafe myfelf with . 
the Hope«> that it will t(c no ways difegrceable tb 
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ymstf that I oocafionally comft as well as cmkavoiir 
10 illoftrate and improve it. 

The firft Ainoidment, yoa propofe, i$ in the Tea« 
Datf , which is unhappily enough attended with every 
CircumiS|;ance» repugnant not only to the very Nature 
of Commcrcet but even to comnx>n Senfe: For it is 
eictnnimiy obvious^ that if the Tea-Duty now brings 
in 130,090/. aVear.it would at leaft {>roduce 70,000/. 
inore could the Running of it be avoided, and which 
is only to be efie^ed, by makisg it thie Intt^reft of the 
i^eople not to buy Run Tea. , 

It is faid the Ltdia Company applyM to a certain 
Minifter to have the pucy taken onT, engaging to pay , 
it themlelves. That the Minifter infifted on 25,000 /. — 
snore than ^ Duty, as being the Value of the annual 
Seizures on asi Average, and that the Company re- 
fufed it. To me it appears, that they were both 
in the wrolqg : The Minifter for aiking ; the Com- 
pany for refuting/ The Minifter for twoReafons; 
one, that on fuch a Settlement the Government would 
bavefavM more by not allowing a Draw- back, than 
. d)at Sum amounted to. Some People may objeA, thac 
this 25,000/. goes to the King, and fo would be fp 
much real Lofs to him, but don't conftder at the fame 
Time the Con^uenee of getting 25,000/. at a Lofs 
of half a Million to the Nation. 5uch Enemies to both 
King and Country, when they fpeak out, reafon thus ; 
what fignifies the Nation fo the King gees more Mo- 
ney, not confidering that when one is ruined, the o- 
ther cannot fubfift^ 

Again, when the Government don't really pay 
the Drawback, they lofe fo much Duty, which is 
abfblutely the fame Thing. Tho' one goes into the 
current Service of the Year^ the other into the King*a 
Pocket. Suppofe all the Tea was Run^ and the King 
made 50,000/, ^ Year by Seizures, and the Nation at 
the fame^Time paid one Million : Is it worth his Ma- 
jcfty*s While to hs^ve it at that Price ? this would be 
making him worfc than a French Penfioner, as King 
ChojrlMi thft TM was. The other : If it be admittecL J 
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as i believe rio Body doubrs, thaMhere is as much' 
Ruo Tea dra/ik in En^/aiid as pays Duty: Then' 
it will plainly foflaw, cHat the Nation pays half a. 

— i Million to Foreigners for a Commodity or their own, 
which we firft make them an Allowabce to carry a^^' 
way and then pay ihem again for bringing back;* 
and I need ufe no Arguments to inftruft.the intcllP 
gent Reader, how many W^ys fuch abfurd Proceed-' 
ings muft injure the Government as well as the Qonrf^.: 
' munity. On* the other fid^, it is plain the Company' 
ought, if it was infilled on, to. pay it, not in point of 
Juftice, but'Intcreft'; fincc they muft certainly have. 

^ » got more by putting a Stop to this pernicious Trade,* 
than It was pdffiblc for the Government to get by' 
Seizures ; of which fomctimes they only get a Part,' 
fometimcs none at all : And 'tis hardly a Qucftion, 
that ten Times as much is Run clear as fcrzM, of 
which, tho*'th'e greateft Part might 6c originally of 

, ' their own Sale, •yet it hinders their felling it at a 
confiderable Advance more at Home, thin to Fo- 
reigncrsj who run it back again, and who' nbcwith- 
ftanding the Drawback, confidering all Hazards and ' 
Expcnces, can neither aftbrd it fo'cheap nor To frefli 
as the Company, excluHvc of the Diity. ' 

The Drriwback now -pays the Adventurers both 
Freight and Hazard ; for the Company. paying the 
Djty, the others paying nothing, makes 8 s. in the 
Pound Difference, and allowing half for Hazard, the 

^, Adventurers can yet underfell the Company by 4 j. in 

' the Pound ; and accordingly do fell greater Quantities 
of ordinary Teas than they. ■ ^ 

This is a plain Infult upon the common Senfc and . 

^ common Honefty of the Nation, and intimates us all 
to be, either Knaves or Fools* and is a Species of 
Politicks, that never yet exiftcd in any Nation but ^ 
this. 'Tis impoffible to fay how this Matter would 
ftand, when canvafs'd in every Light, without 

^ having firft the Authority of the Company, for 
the Quantity and Value of their Sales to fo- 



^hen iiibfiRirig, 'could fell rfieir Teas oft an Average 

at Twenty pence Sterling a Pound, I make not the 

lead Doubt, but that our £a/?-/W/^ Company could, 

with'a Puty proportioned to ordinary Teas, afford to 

fell tliem much cheaper than theSmugglers :And much 

tiiore f6,irthe Duty could *bef5x'd as you. Sir, pro- 

pofe, and that entirely in the Hands of the Company, 

even fuppofing they paid for it the 25,000 /. extra- 

brdmary, which I am informed, ii demanded in Lieu 

bf Seizures ; and be able to pay fomething more, if 

fuch Tax anfwers, as it promifcs to do. 

If therefore the Government will permit this Tax 
.cither' to be levied by the Company, or levy it them- 
felves, and make the Company accountable for any 
Deficiencies^ At will be found not only acceptable to 
\ht ^People, but alfo advantageous to the Company, 
and fo much for the -Benefit of the Commu-^ 
nlty, as the* Difference at Icaft of half a Million of : 
current Cafh carried out of the ICingdom yearly a- 
mounts to, which is twice as much as the whole BaU 
lance of the French Trade : And yet This is a Trade 
every Body 'Complains of: That no Body hardly con- 
fidcrs. But if the Government and the Company cah'C 
agree uport this Macter, the whole is fo plain to me, 
that I will undertake (let me lay the Tax as I pleafe, 
and* itlhall be with the Approbation of all Mankind) 
to pay the Government 200,000 /.a Yearj and give 
unexceptionable Security for Performance, and will be- 
fides, concur in permitting tKem to nominate their 
own Officers to receive it : with a Provifo, that if any 
Lofs* happens thro* their Negleft or. Mifmanagemenr^ 
it be allowed me out of what I am to pay* — And I 
liiake not the lead Doubt to prove, that I will favc' 
the Nation as much more as I pay. There is no Con- 
juration in all this, nor do I pretend to make it a Se- 
cret: But have a Pleafure in rendering it very clear 
and obvious. There, arc out of 8,000,000 People, 
at leaft 1,060,000, who drink each three Pounds of 
Tea a Year, and who pay now/or Duty of that thred 
Pounds, Twelve Shillings 5 and becaufe of that Duty, 



at leal^ fix Shillings more, together eig[itien S|iUIing$ 
4 Year : So that they pay over and above the prime 
Coft, 900,000 /• a You*, and both the Wholeiakaf24 
llctail Dealer lefs Gainers, than if they were to pay- 
no Ifax. It will follow, that if every Tea-Drtnkier 
who drinks three Pounds^ wa^ to pay to s. a Year^ 
he would at lead fave 8/. and the Nation's Money 
not: to be carried out by Smugglers : The GovernoienC 
yrouid gain 370,000 /. a rear : The Nation lave 
jpo^ooo /. a Year : Together^ aftual Profit in the Di£- 

-^ fcrchce 870,000/. » Year; and every Body bettered, 
\^t thofe who wickedly turn their Heads to live on 
the Spoil and Ruin of their Country. But, Sir, if i^ 
l^e true that there are 600,000 Houfes proper to pay 
X^xeiy I may conclude there are fo many projper t^ 
Day a Tea-Duty : And then if we remit the fingfe Perr 
-Jons, and take Houfes only, ai^ t^x ihem at tea 

-$bil lings a Year each, I mean on an Average, fomie 
more.fome leis, it will proiiuce 300,000 A which j^ 
near 1 70,000 /. more than the Government now makeii 
<)f it 5 And if the Coffee- Houfes bp taxM a3 you proi 

^ poie at only 5 A a Year each, it will add conuderably 
10 the Sum, and t dare iay the wi^ole Nation be i^fit 
oitely obliged to the Government (or the Alteration^ 
nptwithihuiding theapoarent l^rofit f^ch an Alteration 
will produce : For the Subjed: is not averfe to the Go^ 
Vernmcnt'f Gain, fo they are. not DpprcfsM jfinceit 
mud be accpunted for in the current Service of the 
Yeir, and the more it produces theeaffer Qdier Taxes 
will beof courfe/ So that in Ihort your Scheme is 
founded on fuch Principles, as create »n univerfai 
f^ood, and equajly turn to the ^molumenc of the 
$^^, the People^ and the Ifxdia Company; and hurt^ 
none fyft fuch as are Enemies to all three^ and whQ 
ma^e Eftatcs at MiddUbourg apd Dupkirk^ j^nd at 

" many other Places 1 couJd name, %t pur Eifpcnce, 
f nd, an you ^e pleas'^ to fay, to tiift Sorrovr pf the 
Miffifter who could not help it. In order tp jvftify 
Mim, you quote $he Af&ir of the iPripce otOrame: 
99t mder Favour, That is not a psfaUtl t)aic» Whiu: 
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^t Prince ot Orange could not, or did noc care to 
lielpr, was an aftual Benefit to his Country ; Thi9» 
%rhich the Minifter could not help, the dire£t coii-' 
fcrary r So that while one meets with Applaufe^ the o^^ 
ther is condemned on the Face of your own Relation ; 
ttore efpecially as you yoorfelf ihew, with how much 
Facility that might be remedied, which he had not 
Wit enough to find out, and which, had he difeorer*d 
in the Light it now appears, 1 am confident he 
would not have fariPd. of purfuing it with Uncommon 
Ardour, as it materially coincided with his hioS fan- 
gUine Views, *fe. of iniproi^ing the Revenues, at al* 
moft any Rite, You are pfeas'd. Sir, to make fomc 
Difficulty about the Manner of colleAing in thi^ 
Tax. For my Part, if fonx Calculation of Houies 
be tme, I fee no mannet^ of Difficulty in the Mat- 
ter; fince there is hardly a Houfe fit to pay fire 
Pound a Year general Tax, but confomes at lekft 
three Pounds of Tea a Year : If nbt, there are Thoti- 
jahds that corifume Thirty, and 'tis only bringing 
them to an Average, or 'tis doih^ nothing. But you 
ieetxi, Sih, to have forgot the Inns who expend 
more Tea thin many CbSee-Hou(es, and fell it sic ah 
higher Rate ; fd oUght not to be ibrgbr» nor rankM 
wkh private Hbu<h» no i6ofe than Taverni and Eal- 
ing- Houfc^, in anotbiir Qifey #hich I &ill nciefltibiJI 
hcrtaftcr. 
In a Word, youhavetitithihgciietbdo,buttdfi& 

gur Interdt And Influfeniiei as you htvtft done jrbAr 
0, to acquire tiiie unitierfiU A^J^Uil you fo juftly 
Merit, * 

One good Scheme, fike tfie CamMigt Carriei^ 
Money^Bag, taif 6k (jie Mothfcr of many more ; and 
kttrho will acquire the ftitiefit, ybu alone will merllt 
tile Honour of the hapf^y Difeovery t So I (hill foir 
"the Reafotas prtvioufly menkiiSH*d itiH all Regard t6 
'yttur jfurtfaier OBjofHons aiid pt'bcted t0 the fecbtid 
roint in View, which is a geft&al lPi». At* Exctfe- 
Sch6rhtf, or Inland-Duty, is iS fiHr fk^oni b£ingth^ A* 
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wifli eftablifli'd on/ alright Principle. It was not the 
— Thingjbuc the bad Application of it the People in ge- 
neral juftly objefted to. They could not conceive with 
whar honeft Views, ^he Government Ihould refufe to 
take their Duty in a Lump, and chufe inftead thereof 
to pick it up by Peace-meal ; unlcfs thty intended to 

.— raife a new Army of Excifemrfn with Power to adl as 
the common Difturbers of the Peace of the Comma* 
nity, at all Times, and in what Manner they pkas*d^ 
. Without controul, to enter their Houfes, and lay the 
People under Contribution at Plealure. Thus purfu- 
' ing die Means, the Government not only mifs'd the 
attaining a very defu'd End ; but alfo fix'd an Odi- 
um on that, which is a mod elTential Good ; for it was 
very' obvious to thofe who knew, or confider'd the 
Thing a Moment, that the Drawbacks on Tobacco 
were, inftead of a Benefit to Trade as inteiided, bc- 

come the Property of a Sett of People, who firft en- 
tered their Goods free for the Exports, and then Run 
•cm in again at ^ low Price, to the Detriment oJFthc fair 
Trader, and confequcntly to the Prejudice of bpth the 
Revenue, and fair Trader, which no hoDeft Man could 
approve... But the Misfortune was, that the Remedy- 
pro ppsM, by preventing Qne Evil introduced a much 
greater, and by a Means which nothing can juftify^ 
equally punilhed and opprcflfed the Innocent ^and 
Guilty, by opening every Man's Doors, at the Com? 
mand of a.uthoriz'd Robbers. AH this. Sir, was too 
plain and obvious to the meaneft Underftandrngs, 
and the Ourcry againft: a general Excife, introduced in 
that Shape, not at all to be wondered at; no more than 
that pernicious Bill brought in, for the more fpeedy 
and eafy Manning of his Majefiy's Reet, which 

"^^ would have made us as abfolute Slaves as any in SCur* 
key : yet no Body difputed, but that a Bill /or that Pur- 
|)ofe was abfoliitely neceflary, and vpry eafily con- 
trived, without the leaft Petriment to our Liberties ; 
jand as fuch would have been readily affente4 to, thii* 
.received with Contempt enough, when founded on a 
45ad Principle. The fame Caufc will always producjp 
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the. fame Effcd. And that Miniftcr who is weak c» 
nough to imagine that the People can*t diftinguijh be- 
tween Right and Wrong, will, in the Event, find 
himfclf terribly miftaken, fuch grofs and bungung 
Impofitions not being to be fwallowed down by the 
gceateft Idiots on Earth, much Icfs ly a difeerning 
People tenacious of their Liberties, and ever attentive 
to the Purfuits of a Minifter, againft whom they al- 
ways judged it neceffary to be ftriftly on their GiJard. 
And ycc, grols and abftird as thefc two Bills' were, 

' they might have flipped down unawares, had the Mi- 
nifter been in any kind of Confidence wirh the People. 
Thus it happens fometimes; that Good may procfucc 

• Evil, and Evil Good, and may contribute to teach a 
Miniftcr this LefTon, that in order to cheat the People^ 

^ it is firft neccflal-y, that he be in. Credit with them, and 
even then, that his Politicks bea little more delicate and 
refin'd, as has been the Management of thofe Mini- . 
iters, who have from Time* to Time drawn the People 
infcnfibly into the confenting to fuch a Variety of Du- 
ties, as are become at Length a Burthen, which wc 
knowgiot how, either to bear, or to remove. Oppref- 
fibn 'marches in their Van,' and Perjuries innumerable 
fupport thdir-Rear ; and fhould we go on one Century 
more in the fame Track, one Half of the People muft 
bc^neceffarily employed to eat up and deftroy the other. 
It fallows thcp, that we recur to fome rational Syftem; 
and,* before the Evil gains more Ground, confider of 
the beft Method to .caft the People, without being 
deficient in what is neceffary for the Service of the 
State. The two Objeftions to be removM are : Firft, 
the afceftaining of the Civil Lift, which is perhaps 
more by fome Hundred Thoufands a Year than gene- - 
rally iniagin'd •, but if it be no more than ftated by 
Parliament, then no Objedtion can be made on thac^ 
Behalf, if on a new Foundation That be continued. 

The Cfvil Lift fettled at 'the Union was only 
691,204/. and included forne coiifiderablQ Articles, 
whith, I thifik, the Crown has now ^xclufive thereof: 
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is now much larger, and two Courts kept inftead of 
one J which muft be admitted to add to the Expence 
at lead 100,000/. a Year more i fo that in the Whole 
there is no material DifFcrcnce. But fuppofing, rather 
than any Objedion Ihould obftru& a good Scheme, it 
were fettled at a Million 5 Eight Hundred Thoufand 
Part thereof on the King-, the Remainder on the ftince 
of fFales and younger Children, who are in EfFeft the 
Children of the People, and to be provided for by 
the Parliament in fuch Proportions, as (hail to them 
feem juft ) including Fines, pafs'd Fines, Compofi* 
tions, SherifFVProffers, the Revenues of fFales^ 
Cornwal and Cbefter\ the Renu of Crown Lands and 
Fines on Leafcs : This perhaps might be latisfaftory ; 
-if not, contriv*d to be made fo. The fecood Ob- 
jeAion is to the Multitude of Officers at prefent em« 
ploy*d, great Part of whom may not be ncceflfary, on 
a better Eftablilhment* Here are three Things to 
combat with, viz. Minifterial Infiuencty Salaries ^ 
and P^rquiJiSes ; feveral whereof are fo mpch Aperior 
to the Salaries} that the Salaries are wavM by thofe 

- who enjoy the Perquifites, and often amount to ten 
Times the Value; but I doubt not, ifenquirM into, for 
the Payment of a certain Value in Lieu, ^wouldbe de- 
livetM in confiderably augmemed, as is ufual on pa^ 
•rallel Occafions. 

Therefore the firft and taft of thefe Articles are the 
great Points to conquer, which cffe&ed, the lecond is 
cafily managed : For let the Sallarics continue forercr, 

. Etpployment, on a new Eftabliihment, may eafily be 
foiind for them ; but what to do with the two others, 
comes next to be confider*d. 

The firft Step is, to get an honeft Minifter ; and the 
Way to get fuch a one, is to' refolve not.to diftreis 
him, when you have him, that he may not thereby 
be put to difhpneft Shifts to defend himfelf : For while 

any M— — : — r of P* tis fo venal, as that 

he will either be eniploy'd, or ufe all his Art and In- 

'duftry to diftrefs a Miniftry, a good Minifter can 



the Good of the Nation never take place» while the 
Minifter*s fble Defence depends on the preventing it.' 
This End once obtained, the Way will be open for 
prolecuting a Scheme to EfFed. The next Step will bp 
to remove thofe, whole Perquifites exceed their Salaries. 
This muft be performed gcadualiy, as you take off 
this or that particular Species of Duty, and put it on 
Houfes, which muft not be, nay cannot be, done, all 
at once: The Shock will be too violent, and the Inte^ 
reft too ftrong againft it i but if it be acfted gradually, 
the Repulfe will be lefs, and the Shock lefs felt. In 
the Intervals, many may dye, and their Places not 
fupply*d : So that what with the difcharging but few 
at a Time, and concurrent Accidents, a Scheme of 
this Nature mav be brought to Maturity, without any 
material Oppoution, within perhaps the Space of 
twenty Years. The firft Thing is, to confi jer what 
Duties are moft expenfive in receiving, and produce 
the lead Money ; next the Manufactures of Great-Bri- 
tain ^dlrelanai next the Produfts df our foreign Plan- 
tations ; and laftly of thofe Countries with which we 
Trade to Advantage : And as to thofe where the Bal- 
lance is againft us, let ^^^^m remain to a Ufe I fhall 
apply them hereafter. And I Ihould think, a Com- 
mittee of the Commons, properly aflifted, fitteft to di- 
red this Gradation and Change. I fhall now attend 
to the Scheme itfelf. I (hall take it for granted* Sir, 
that you have calculated truly, that there are 600,000 
Houies proper to bear a Tax of fo much each, as on 
an Average may amount to ten Pounds, and altoger 
ther to 6,000,000/. which is almoil t, 000,000 /• 
inore,than all our Duties together produce, exclufive of 
the Civil Lift Appropriations, as I am informed: Fof 
£xadnefs,in that Particular^ is not abfolutely necefiary 
in this Place ; tho* it will be, when your Scheme comes 
to be confiderM in another Place: For 'tis firft necef- 
fary to know, if your Scheme be generally Tight, and 
the Way to come at that Itnowledge, I take to be 
this \ That all the Parifties in England return to the 
Parliamentt a regular Account for feven Years 
C a paft. 
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j^- "r.of thi'tr-Aflcflmcnts of PoorsRates: Upon whom, 
•^rd whar for, upon Oath : By which Means they will 
:erta'<^'y learn, what is paid for Houfes, and what 
for '..and diftindly^ and thereupon form a Judgment 
av ordingly. And it will be no difficult Matter to 
citrcc^a any, who ftiall make falfc Returns, even in the 
inoll minute Particulars. When this Knowledge of 
the State of the Kingdom is once obtained, it will not 
be difficult to apportion the. firft Tax on Houfes td 
the Value of the Rates removed. You, Sir, propofe firft 
taking off the Window-Tax,' which in fadt is moft 
proper, as being the moft unequal : But here you 
are to try an Experiment, how far the Tax oh Houfes 
will be better, than on Confumpcions j Therefore, to 
convince the People of the eflential Difference, Con- 
fumptioDS muft be begun with ; and when the Parlia- 
ment have agreed what Rate fhall be taken off, and 
what Tax laid on Houfes in Lieu, (fuppofc Soap, 
Candles and Salt^ then I would, 'for the full Satisfac- 
tion of the People, humbly propofe the following 
Method to be purfued : to every Houfe tax'd, deli- 
ver a printed Bill, expr'cffing the Duty on Soap, 
Candles and Salti and direfting the Houfekeepcr, to 
examine into the Difference ot this Expence, by the 
Quantity he ufes, and the Difference in the Year, in 
the Value he pays for it. This will give him full Sa- 
tisfadion, iand induce him to a ready Concurrence, 
in what he finds fp juft to his Country, and fo plain- 
ly advantageous to himfdf: And to prevent all pdf- 
fible Obftruftions to To good a Beginning, let the 
Commiffiori for receiving of Salt-Dudes be changed 
into a Commiffion for the Receipt of Taxes on 
Houfes. And at the Conclufion of the Year, if it be 
found, that thefe new Duties operate as agreeably as 
'tis reafonable to exped they will; then next, I 
' humbly propofe the taking off the Malt, Hops, 
and Wirt^dow-Tax. Next the Excife ' on Beer and 
Ale, Mum, Cyder and Perry, fweet Wines Vinegar 
and Leather. Next the Duties on Tobacco, Coffee^ 
^ Rum, and Sugar, of the produce of our Plantations : 
L • ^ And 
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And laftly, the Duties on Tonnage and Pound-^ 
age ; and of Coals and Culm. Thefc being the moft 
material Duties, as they relate to Confunipcions, by 
which every Family are more or lefs afFefted accord- 
ing to their Number, or Manndr of living, appear , 
to me the moft proper to be reduced into one general 
Tax. I fhall now confider the Benefit that ma^ arifc 
both to the Publick and every Individual from this 
Exchange, ^There are few People ^fo ignorant, as not 
to know, that all Duties' on confumed Commodities, 
lye on the Confumer, at double the Price of the Du* - 
ty ; Duties being one of thofe Merchantable Com- 
modities, in which all Traders deal to more Advan- 
tage, than m the real Commodity on which the Du- 
ty is laid : As for Example, Whenever a Penny, in 
the Pound Duty is Uid on any Commodity, the 
Price immediately becomes Twopence per Pound 
more than before : So that by this Rule, which is 
verjj true, every Commodity will immediately fall in 
its Value, to double the Amount of the Duty ; which, 
bcfidcs the faving to every Family, will produce an 
effentiaf Good to the State. All Drawbacks will im- 
mediately' ceafe, and Smuggling thereupon become 
ufelcfs. And 'tis probable there will be a much greater 
Exportation of our Native Commodities^ than now, 
as that they can be then afforded cheaper by thofe who 
pay no Duty at all, than by thofe who receive them 
on the Drawbacks ; And many Cheats and Perjurietf 
confequently be avoided, which are Subjefts well un- 
derftood, but riot to be treated on with Plcafure : Sinc^ 
it would open to Foreigners fome Scenes, neither to 
the Hbnour of the State, nor Reputation of the Com- 
munity. I (hall now enter into your Scheme more 
exprefsly, by confidering in the beft Light, I am able, 
the general Nature of the Apportionment of Houfcs; 
and will fuppofe with you, there may be Soo,ooo, 
and that ten founds a Houfe, in the whole on an 
Average, will be a good Medium: But if I con- 
-ceive the Thing right, five Pound is not low enough 
for the lowcfti and that ipo/. a Houfc fec«is toa 

much 
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imch for the higbeft» The People of England arc 
generally divided in the following Claffibs : 

The King, 
Prince, 
Dukes, 
Arch-Bifliops, 
Earls, 
Vifcoynts, 
Barons, 
Bifliops, 

Baronets and KnightSs 
Efquires and Gentlemen,^ In Prc^rtion 
Merchants, I to their Eftj^tes, 

Wholefale Dealers, * or the Houfcs 

Retail Dealers, Ahey Rent. If un- 

Brokers, J married a Pro- 

Mechanicks. J portion. 

Farmers, Graziers and Hufbandmen, as to Hpufes, 
are auite out of the Queftion : As they rarely pay Rent 
for them, fo they mud be tax'd according to their 
Abilities, in Farm and Stock. 

The next are Taverns, Inns, Places of Publick 
Refort, Eating-Houfes, and Ale-Houfes ; which 
Houfes are the Caufes of great Confumptions, there- 
fore ihould pay a fuitable Tax, in proportion, as 
what they confume comes cheaper to them. 'Tis 
Hkewife to be obferved; that in Country Towns, bet** 
cer People live in Houfes of ten Pounds a Year, than 
in London^ that pay Twenty, and muft be confider*d 
accordingly :. Then are to be confidcr'd the Beneficed 
Clergy. 

The Univcrfitics for their Colleges, 
Inns of Court, 
And all other Colleges and Hofpi^ls, fince they will 
be Gainers by it. 

In general, I propofe that every Man pays the 
zoth Part of his Eftate Real or Pcrfonal : The Far- 
mer, Grazier, t?r. one Tenth of what he Rents, 

find 



and every Houfc-kccper at above 6/. a Year Rem, 
one Fourth of his Rent. 



TKefe tcfgc&er will probable Produce /. 6,ooo,( 
The Duty in- Lieu of Tca.Duty — — — • . 300, 



,000 
,600 

6; 300,000 



Then there will remain the following Duties, t>«. on 

IVinc, Oil and Wooll. ' Spain a,hd' F^hifsal. 
Wine, Oil and Silk. Italy, 
'Wine, Brandy, Ca^ibricM, Indigo, fcff,, France. 
Mucins, * Spice and Callicb^s, '&c Et^-lndtes. 
Foreign Shipping. 
Cbinage-Diity. 

Whale-Fins and Train-OiJ from Foreigaers. 
Hackney Coaches. 
Hawkers, and Pedlars. . 
'StatOT^iDuties, 

■Pdff-Oflkc. - , J 

?R%w Silk, Cotton, Coffee and Druggs. Turkey and 

ybt'E^' Indies. 
Oocoa* 

Alienation-Fines, and Pafe'd Fines. 
Fines on^pcnal Statutes. 
Fines orTLeafes. 
CompoGtions. 
Cfown-Rents. 
Wine-Licences., 

Firft-Fruits and tenths. ; . 

Plantation-Duties raisM 'ibVoad, • 
Sheriff's Proffers. 

'Revenue of the putclwbf Cornwal. 
Of the Principality otff^flef and Cbejien 



Thefe together may amount to about 2,000,000 

Brought forward — — » — 6,300,000 

. /. 8,300,000 

To thcfe may be added the Taxes rauM on fuch a 
Principle^ as may be found moft agreeable in Scot* 
land 2ind ff^ales^ and fufiicient to anfwer the Expence 
of raifing and receiving all the ru& : And fo(nething 
very beneficial of the fame Kind might be put in Exe- 
cution in Irelandy if well attended to. There will then 
according to this Compuution be a clear Revenue 
of 

, . 8,300,000 

To the King and Royal Family 1,000,000 

Remains clear /. 7,300,000 

Our Expences in a War on the Continent and at Sea 
' may ftand thus : 

To Forty Thoufand Seamen, (£c. 2,080,000 

D^. Land Forces and Contigencies 900,000 

/. 2,980,000 



Brought forward /• 7,300,000 



Brought forward 2,980,000 

Ordinary of the Navy 0,120,000 * 
Guards and Garrifons 0,500,090: ^ 

Ordnance and Tranlports 0,150,060 ; ' 
Subfidies 0,500,000 

Intcrcft 2,000,000 1,150,000 

/. 6,? 50,000 • 7.6,250,000 



TKcfsk^pjpb^drs, rhli ififhis f Ian be iriie, we can affbr^ 
to errij^lby an Arri^ iirtd N^ivy afaroacJ, yery fuflaqier\t 
*t<i.^ii(w6r.ill the Pa/6ofes of 'a War^ and yet fpaica 
'Million of IV^oney* every Year to piay opf Debts with^ 
^TO not \H h€t pay half tfic Duties wc do now, and 
gradua%'t5ay pff all Sut Debts. _.. 

J^o* fee US fee hiSw wd Ihall ff^nS in Times of 
'Police; 

To ten Thbufand Seamen • 520,000 

To tfie pfdinafy.of ch^ Navy , — -l" izo^oop 
To Gua'^dsand Garrifons — ^ . -— - ' 500,000 

' ' ■ ■ ■ ,' J 

For ftcr^fSer^iiy atid ocdaiionar pumidies^ 0,200,000 
To ItHtteti Money -^ — - - — - 2,000,000 

CTear^Ke^diue 7,300,000. 3,340,000 

Ba'Ilarrcc * 3,960,000 ^ ' ■' . - 

t'3i34f,opP 

The wmch, as 1 cdirtpilte by Hciad, U^ill in about ten 
Ittdfiltiaic pay o# alt our Debts,* and put us in a 
Cobditiph, infinitely fuperior jo.aoy Nation in £1^- 
rope: 'th\^ indeed. is not ftnftly jnadco'ut^ ; jtior can . 
it beyJU thofe who have Authority^ will call for the 
proper Li^ts *, and until then, as we c«n exped no 
gdrbdEffeft, fo itis riot ai; all nSacerial to enter mo^"q 
minateiy into the Matter, the Cal'cuUtion bcin^cxa^ 
45nough f0f Amufement, arid may'pifily be pcrfcdtt;d> 
*(fhen it can be reridcip*d truly ulefoT in .g;encral.. Sjr^ 
I have takeii your Calculation fgr ^fameci, and have 
6% tafK^n rh« Liberty. 10 alter the Mainner a lijO^y 
Coriceiviiijg thfe AridbUnt willb^ much. -the Iamc-,^and 
hkvi Abf perhaps balden off all t1ie Dqiies yo^ wpula, 
fiavedbbe, nbr perh^s mentioned aW. I lliouldV .noC; 
km cd^tata thdt d!ie Rcu^ will brjag 'i>,2,ooa»<fpoV^ 
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found a General Scheme upon : But as to our Ezpen- 
ces in a War, I have authentick Accounts before me, 
of what it was ufual to cod, and have ftated it ac- 
cordingly; as alfo what may be the probabile Ex- 
pence in Time of Peace ; and by comparing them 
with what the Taxes by your Scheme may probably 
produce, I have thereupon form'd a Ballajice ; and I 
find from authentick Accounts, that our Expences 
in the late War, did not amount, on an Average, to 
the Sum I have allowed for one now, and Europe 
then in a much more dangerous Situation than at pre* 
Tent. 'Tis true, the Intereft of Money borrowed 
gradually improved each Year's Expence, which now 
is all; in a Lump: But then, Intereft harlefien'd, and 
I have befides made a fuitable Allowance; fo that 
taking' all Things together, Tam apprehenfivc, that 
I am not very far from the Truth, and can only wifli 
Iliad better Lights, that I might have the Pleafure 
of prefenting you fomething more pei:fe6t. And I 
tan*t thinks but if the fame Method was piirfued iii 
Scotland^ Ireland and Wales^ the People would be 
better pleas*d, and the Revenues in general very dif- 
ferent from what they are now, as Trade would in 
tbofe Countries, as well as here, become frcc*d from 
its Incumbrances, and a Thoufand bad Coofequen- 
ces refurting- therefrom, of which you very juftly ob- 
ferve. Perjury is not the leaft ; which, laying afidc 
any Regard to a future State, muft fenfibly a&A the 
mdrdl Aftions' of a fecial Community, and lay the 
Foundation df oUr Deftruftion ; fince the better Sort 
of People once hardened in fo pernicious a Crime, by 
common Praftice, wi)i in the Event, flop at nothing, 
that is their feeming Intereft to purfue, tho* never, fo 
villainous. The lower Sort of People will but too apt- 
ly, and by Necefliry, and in their pwn Defence, tall in 
with fuchbad Purfuits ; Juries and Evidence there- 
upon become;ufeIefs Things,'and:?^e (hall be,in prt)- 
cefs of Time, juft in the fame Situation as the jewi 
a"re by 'J ofephus <Jefcfib*d to hive been, in the Time of 
VeJ^afiun^ when Jerufakm and the Country round it. 
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was a common Skughter-Houle", and the Hands of 
diofc who before were employed in Trade and induftri- 
bus Purfuits, curn*d to the cutting one another's 
Throats; This may perhaps fccm too deep a Re-, 
fleftion ; but 'tis apparent enough to thofe who are 
converfant in the World, that Honour and Honefty,' 
even among thofe top great to name, arc feldom re- • — 
garded, when, Intcreft is fet in Competition. And I 
muft obferve> that although thofe who take Oaths, 
which it is impoflible for them to keep, are criminal 
enough, yet they are more fb that j)refcribe fuch 
Oaths to be takbn ; fince without taking them. Trade — 
muft fublide, and in taking them, a Man muft be in 
his moral Charadtcr undone. This, Sir, has been 
chiefly oWing to the Ignorimcc and Perverfenefs of 
Sicholaftick Statfemen, who arc too learned to con-* 
fult People versM in Trade, and too wife, or too 
indolent, to look into it themfel^res ; and fo feeing 
Things in the firft Light that prefents, they take 
meer Chimera's fpr fettled Truths, and thereupon 
concur in laying'the Foundation of infinite confc- 
quent Mifchiefs. What you mention of the Prohi- 
bition of Eaft-India Goods, is, amoiigft many.others, - — 
a remarkable Inftance of the ill Confequcnccs at- 
. tending inconfiderate Laws.; as it has not only fpoil'd 
one confiderable Branch of our Manufaftures, where 
they were before known and received ; but has pre- 
vented the Extenfion of a Trade, which in its Pro- 
grefs would have greatly contributed to the working — 
up all bur Wooll, and confequently been of itfelf 
fuperior to any Law or Contrivance, for prevent- 
ing its being Run into Franct^ now fo nOtorioufly to 
our Detriment, and entire Ruin of our. TCurkey Trade, 
and the impovcrifhing of our Manufadture-Towns \ 
and is now attended with fuch fatal EfFefts, that tho' 
we know the Evil, we dare not attempt to remedy it ; 
fince. it would for the prefent give uich a Shock to 
theCourfe of Trade, as varying its Channelof a fud-^ 
den muft always do, as would not be borne with 
any Temper by ordinary Minds, who would not wait 
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iffjh P«icncp the, lu»ppy Event: For. $$ th^fc ^c 
trade wichi woyld be ajongTiipe Before' tjipy qq^]^ 
be .brought ipto a Notion of, ch|ingihg tHcir v^ppa- 
TtU confeqijeotly the 0{>cning thc'Ww-Tradc, would 
Ije ior the pxpCc^i of little UJe to pur Manuf^djifcs 5 
on the contrary, jt would throw, fikb an tQunciaUpof 
cflf pj^ia Goods upon ^bc People here* as jicould ^If 
fuih tbe Manuf4^urcs we fiave left/ Thus^ ',Sir, Ig- 
norance has prQcluc*d a^aV, to our eternal ^petri- 
rixeritt as ynal erratic, ib its Nature, as' a Decree of 
iMtMedes'^T^^'Perjians^ This Inlltance'^llio'uld furely 
be a .L^fTon to,Minifters apd private GenflcrneQ,! 
how cautious they ought to 1?e, oif pronipting or 
confcnpng to Laws in Affairs tpey <Jon*t undcrftand, 
ah^ of which they are unable to forcfce tke fatalpofi- 
ifcjucnccs. Asalfo of giviog in 'too fuddenly iijto 
the Schemes of ^rojcftors,(who aj*e generally c)jtrcme- 
]y ignorant and ufually fticw but one fide of the Qucf- 
tion) without cohfulting firft thore whofe ^ufipefs it 
is to undcrftaind fuch Things beff ; apd without every 
prefentedSchem^ being well fiftcd, and confider'd in 
tvery Light, a Projector now-a-days has nothing 
elfe to do, but to fancy Himfelf in "the Right, 
alid then to think all Men niad, that differ from him. 
Of this many late Inftances* have appcar*d, in Men 
\yhofe Brains arc a WooU-garhering, whofe S'yftcms. 
can operate on no one who knows more of thq Na- 
ture and Confcqucnces of what they are purfuing^ 
than Soland Geefc, aind who arc fanguine in tne pro- 
moting of Laws, the Effcnce and Effcdls whereof 
they know no more of, * than Boys do of the ^flence 
of Poetry, who make Vcrfes by Quantities on their, 
ringers, yet are eternally plaguing the Great and 
Powerful, with their abfurd and inconfideratc Prd- 
j'efts. r fpeak this more particularly, af I think all 
Changes in Laws ought to be well confider'd of, be- 
fore made, and this in Taxes as well as Comipercej 
in private as well as publick Affairs, th4t t]\^ Eoi- 
ployment of one Parliament may iiot be ibldy tprn'd^ 
to the mending,' botching, aitfxing' c^ir annibi%ing the 
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JLa^ of ^a prcc^4ing. The hurrying of MU into 
Parliament, ac £irft Sigj^c, has be(« the fatal Caufe of 
ii)«ltiplying Tai^cs uppn fuch abTurdPrincipres, as are 
ca^er re{)enced of th^n rern^died, and therefore ought 
tp.te cautiouily ayqidcd /or the future. Sdmc People 
arjg^e, t|iat Ximjes and Circumftances alter the Na- 
ture and Reafpn of Things, ^d therefore, what was 
^ gobd Law in one Age may nqt be fo in another : 
Butlfey> the lilaturc and ijteafon of Things are eter- 
nally the fame in all Ag^s and Times: And when- 
ei^er any Body wi}l produce me an Inftance fctmingly 
tp fne C9ntrary, I will inime4is|tely (hiew him the Ab- 
iufdity of ir. If your Scheme fpr a Tax on Houfe^^ 
be rigjitnow, it wquld have been fp five Hundred* 
"Shears ago. . If thp Houfcs were fewer, the Exigen- 
cies of the State were lefs j and the Proportion will 
hold eternally. And tho' *tis plain, that I approve 
both yoiir Notipn of the Tc4-Puty and Houfe-Tax j 
yet I ap thus far of the fame Nilkid, as if J did not : 
That I wofild have it well canvafs'd and confider'd, 
before *ci5 form'd into a Layr ; and becaufc the wifeft 
of Men are fallible, and their Forefight very much, 
cpnfin'd, 1 hufnbiy prefun^ 'tis bell to go into it gra- 
dually, lead we make a X^aw like tlut of the India 
Prphibition, w;hich we can neither well continue nor 
i;cpeal :'For fince 'tis very plain, that either the Na- 
ture of our Duties piuft be altered, the Exigencies of 
thp. State Jeffen*d, or the Nation fink under the Bur- 
then, it bchpycs us to be very careful ; that by 
fhunning Scyll^a^ we don't i:nn on Charybdis^ and. fo 
ma)cp bad worfe. *Tis true, I grant, that prance muft 
fipk before us : gut it is appor Satisfaftioi) torefled, 
that pf jtoo^adyerfe Nations, one will haVc the Ho- 
ijour to be ruin'd jaft. I (hall therefore, ajthough, 
your Scheme is as piuch my Darjing, as your's 
that produc'd i(» think it incumbent on tne to 
CBiqpire, whether it may not be attended with fomc 
lpfl.d Conlcquences. Ip order whereto, I fliall firft 
obfcry^ that in ^11 N^tioni where Riches flow in by 
4rt, Induftry, or Cpovncrce, the People in Pro- 
portion* 
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portion, as fuch Riches incrcafe, gi^owcxpenfivcand fond 
of every Thing that's foreign, new, and dear; and con^ 
fcquently defpiie what's cheap. This comnaon Experi- 
ence (hews us to be every Day the Cafe. Now, fuppofc * 
by the taking off the Duties from neceflary Conmmp- 
tfops, and reducing them thereby to Icfs than half Va- 
lue, our own Produdls come to be defpis'd, and even 
a Porter be afliam'd 'to drink Strong Beerat a Pen- 
ny or Three- Halfpence a Quart, anrf fo every Thing 
clfe in proportion. Should we not have more Money 
go abroad for Wine, fcfr. than now ? nay, I am in 
fome Doubt, whether if the Duty were taken off from 
Salt, the People would ufe it ; So much have 1 fecn of 
the Whims and Follies of a wanton Nation : For it 
is not thus only amongft the Rich and Great ; but, 
players. Tumblers, Fidlcrs, Jack- Puddings and Sing- 
ers, have the Impudence to drink French^ inc^ becaufe 
its dear, and oppofite to the Intereft'of the Nation ; 
and every other Expence in Proportion, tho* they 
run away or go to Jail for it when they have tlofte. 
You will fmile perhaps, Sir, at this odd kind of Rea- 
foningi but however fupcrficial it may appear to you, 
yet as it regards ^e main Point in queftion, I dare fay 
you'll agree that the Fafts are true : And at all Events 
it may ferve to intimate the Neceffity there iS| in the 
making new Laws, of confidcring future Coniequences 
^ well as prefent good Efxefts. This Principle you 
feem ardently to efpoufe, when you mention the 
Navigation- A6t and Drawbacks, of which you think 
{otnc Parts ought to be repeal'd or amended ; tho* 
' in both Cafes, I have the Misfortune to differ from 
you. I take it for granted, every Owner, or Sett of 
Owners, employ a Mafter, whom they either can 
or think they can truft, and if he deceives them, they 
are but in the fame Condition, as all Men mud be, 
who are under a Neceffity of trulling others -, fo arc 
not hurt by the Law, tho* they may be by the Vil- 
Jainy of thofe they employ, which is common to all 
Men : But if the Government was to lay the Penalty 
en the aftual Aggrefibr, that Aggreflbr would aU 
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ways be a common Seaman, who would have nothing 
to do but keep out of the Way,, and the Owners in * 
Condition to laugh at th^ Law and defpife it : There- 
fore, to fix the Penalty on the Owners, is only to 
make them very careful whom they employ. If the 
Mafter be a good Man, they have their Remedy a- 
gainft him ; if not, *tis their own Fault to employ a 
Man, who has neither Subftance nor Honefty^ But 
the Law is fo far from being blameable in this Cafe, 
that I don't ff^e how it could have been otherwife, and -^^ 
at the fame Time any Law at all. 'Tis much the fame 
in the Drawbacks. If I fhip Goods aboard a Ship for 
Holland^ and the Mafter goes for Scotland or Ireland^ 
and fells my Goods there, without my Approbation, 
this is a kind of Piracy. Does this Matter ever ap- 
pear again ? If he does, and I don't profecute him. 
What muft naturally be concluded but a Confederacy? 
Suppolc I enter Goods with the Tork Carrier, and he 
runs away with them to Exeter^ he is either guilty of 
Felony, or liable to an Adion of Damage, if I fuf- 
fer any by it. And as the Merchant, knows, when he 
ihips Goods for fuch a Port, that the Ship is bound to 
fuch a Port, has not the Merchant to all Intents and . 
Purpofes, the Direftion of the Voyage ? But I will 
venture to fay, that had that Aldermian, 'you mention^ 
(nade the Fraud apparent, by fhewing a fair Profe-t 
cation againft the Mafter, and Draughts returned for 
that very Commodity from Holland^ and apply'd as he 
ought to have done, he had never been profecuted, or 
if he. had, he would not have been hurt. On the 
contrary, if the Government were not to fix the 
{^enalty on thofe who are allowed the Drawbacks, a 
Confederacy might eafily be form'd, by adapting 
proper Mafters, to cheat the Revenue without Rc- 
dnefs, and turn all* our Commerce into downright. 
Smuggling : So that taking the Cafe to be, as you have 
itated it, if what I have heard h^ true, Mr. Alderr ' 
OTan is very well off, that he never paid the Penalty. 
i hope^ Sir, this plain Dealing will be excused : For. . 
^ 1 have QOthina^tQ do with eithef the Government or . J 
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him, fo I reafon ohly on the plain Matter of Faft 
as it appears to me. 

On the other fide, I muft agree with youi that it 
would be a moft happy Thing if fuch a Law could 
be, as would render all Oaths and Penalties entirely 
xifclcfs ; that would leave every Man quiet in his Shop 
or Warehoufe, unpcftcr'd with and unmolcfted by 
Excife and Cuftom Officers,, and that would reduce 
ell our Duties to a fingle Tax : And I alfo agree that 
your Scheme will probably when matured, bid fair to 
produce the good Efieft you intend it Ihould : And 
I am apprebenfive, that when fuch a Thing comes to 
be ferioufly attended to, you are capable of giving 
higher Proofs of the good Confeouences ; and as to 
what relates to the Parlianicnt, I tnink it may be en- 
tirely left to thcmfelvcs, to take cafe they are not left 
a Parliament, on fuch a happy Exchange, than be- 
fore. And if it fhould take the happy Turn it ought, 
that People fhould rake it in their Heads to be con- 
tent with their own Compiodities; and if they muft 
be extravagant, it fhould be in a Profufion of their 
own Commodities, in fuch a Cafe a Thouland good 
Confcqucnccs wbuld necelTarily refuftfrom this Scheme, 
as the Manufadure of each Species would be thereby 
infinitely more extended : For if People would fpehd 
then as much as they d6 now, artd pay but hall the 
Price, there muft cbnfequently bi twicie as much ma- 
nufattur'd to anfwer that Expence, befides the Ihcreafe 
of Exports. And in the particular Species 6f Sal^* 
there would be at lead ten Tinies the Conliirfjptfoff 
there is now : Tor it would be th?ri ufed for the, ma- 
nuring of wet Lands ; and to prevent foreign Salt bfe- 
Jng uled for that Purpofe, they may lay the fame Tar 
thereon as is n6w laid on home Salt!, whicli would eF^ 
feftually prevent its being employed to that Ufe, Ano- 
ther good Confequence would naturally attedd tlUi 
falling the Price of-l^eceflaries, *rMch ii, thai all 
Manufaftures of Woollen, Linnen, Iron, 6?r/#o6Id* 
beconie in Proportioh cheaper, and thereby in' Cdrt-^ 
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an Improvement in our Commerce of the lift Confe* 
qucncc. 

I think one need not enumerate more good Effcfts, 
naturally flowing from the Execution of this Scheme, 
it being now fufficlent to fay, that if what has already 
been urg'd in its Behalf, will not influence, ail that 
can be faid further, will be to little Purpofe. I be- 
lieve all Mankind, who have any Judgment in publick 
Affiiirs» and think a Moment, will agree with me, 
that however rich the Nation may appear to be, 'tis 
plainly not improving. On the other fide, 'tis very 
plain our Debts grow upon us daily *, and then fup- 
poflng our Income by the Ballance of Trade to be as 
good as ever, yet the Increafe of the publick Debt is 
an evideat Symptom of a Confumption ■; for who is 
there in private Life, that without improving the In- 
oome of his Eftace, loads it annually with new Debts, 
atid yec is w«ak enough to prefume, be (hall not in the 
Event be rutn'd ? 'Til «xa&ly the fame Thing in the 
Sure, only its Compafs it not fo eafily furvey'd, and 
confequently not fo ready a Judgment made of the 
Term of its Fate. Some who find it their prefcnt In 
tereft to laugh at fuch Reflections, but are afraid to 
enter into the Argument, alledge, that both France 
and Holland are more in Debt, and have fewer Rc- 
iburces, than we ; and therefore^ that as long as we 
are in the beft Situation of any of our Neighbours, 
we have no Rcafon either to complain, or be afraid of 
Confcquences. This is at beft but the wretched Poli- 
ticks of uncxperienc'd Sfatefmen. The Truth of the 
Matter refts here, on the fundamental Maxims of 
Statcfmen ; who, if they can do their Country any 
Good, conflftent with their own Syftem, 'tis very 
well -; they have no Objeftion : If not, their own In- 
tereft is to be prefer'd ; And what they call their In- 
tereft is this, to keep themfclves in Power, and amali 
immenle Riches; And the Means to thofe Ends are, a 
great Number of Dependants, 'and the fole Difpofi- 
tion of the Publick Money : It follows that any Law, 
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mp, df gfc&ded op it, is pot to be pTf)CQt% Jbp greater 
variety of Taxes, and moft difficult and cxp^nfiv« ip 
be rcccivM, are]>is ii^arveft^ ^. nhe Nation^Mifcry, 

- s|s they contrilpute at once, bpth CQ fuppprt hi? Power 
by the Nunfibc.rs cmploy'd jmi»«diai»ly undcFb^s.!)*- 
rcaion, anfl by t^e DifRwlty. tMy cr^ite pf tlxeir A©- 
CQupts being picely infpcdjed ii^tq, t;bo* U thcfmtc 
Time fuch a ^<fnium, asthc^ej^ar Tax bfougjit inti> 
the publick Account, might b$ paid .biy the People 
.with a Quarter Part of tjMtprJgiwlJ^yy ; So tbait 
the Nation i^ obliged no« Only tQ rup|M>r^ ibeir grwi- 

-«.pft Enemy in power and RiebcH. but ajfa,. (io fupport 
all his Tools and Depc^danfs ; wKi^h isexa£t}yi<^ 
(ame Tyranny, tho* .in anotW Ligte, As^ prafttsfd in 
JF ranee and X^rhy. 

[ * The Knowledge, of tbis,lf^5 -mr^ily inio an Acr 
quaintance with the MotMs» th^t obftri^. all the 
'proper Means ipr preventing SmttggHog/* efi^c tW 
Smuggling in, general i8.4a.i«P1pnft i^&iter tkft Na- 
tion. not tq be <;otppu|ed Sriyrt f it Jimi tdbc ,ftt in 

— ^.CompetitioinirJyMh Seizures, ;ioc;!enq«in|:bk ipto by 
Pdrliamcnt*,*^ fom<? People fay^, or (&f ;tbci[xneating 
.'Officers to prevent it4 nay,:.thO' iqthcEiteof.Ditje, 
.one of the moft notorious ^t^4 b%rcT%:'d Cheats is prac- 
tised, that eyer any N^ion; wj»s bubbled by. A Sfliugg- 
ii^ will buy his Tea « Dunkirk on an Average at is. 
S d. per Pound. He load* his Veflel with tbia Tea, 
and then comes ov^r and informs that fuch a Vefiel 
Jmcnds to rpn 2, Cargo of Tea> whkh, when landed, 
chcy iljall know immediately from him* This ac- 
cordingly happens- The Tea is fcjz*d, and ibid on 
-an Average at 7 i. a Pound* * His Share amounts toa- 
bout 2 5. 3 d. fo that he clears 7 d. per Pound with- 
.out any Hazard. One Third only comes totheJKing, 
and the Illation pays the Oflkers their Salaries, who 
.get one Third more. Thus all contribute to make 
the Nation pay for what is infinitely detrintental to 
her Commerce, and the .Good of the faic Twdcr; 
and this purely for the Sake of a third Profit, and die 
,J^P^ Dependants, j^fiaip, fl YtWm ff Iffl tlnll !» 



Teas, &etnhigiy a Fair Trader, will fell yoii tht bed 
Teas at 2 f.'ia Poond lefe- thin thfe Madc^t-Price^ if' 
ypa wiJi nfke.rfi«rtf%ithttit a Permit : But be hds^ ^ 
the f»tt Time a ^mviggCing Sisock at comtriand^ ' 
whidi ^ bays afl a faaab(o'!Pric^,.aDd ke€|)shU Stodk * 
up witfip and hy ih^ciMeaiif /;iniift ou&4fade any fair 
Eledkn^ Aiiidibereprfifriber Officers ^ain b l6ok aft^«^ 
tbilH:ati the £xpicQc« of tlie^ People *;iBut if fuch SttiUpf!>^^ 
gl^t Accid»<aBd,. cWNatfdh is no jgray btneSt^dT ^hP 
does natookme^o Accaunc; tb leflm-the pift>ticll Ta)cei, i 
or if ic idid,. it .v«:oald be ino wayavud^uate to tl}&: 
Eirii icKEKoaoea.' ThisisMiot the'5>i|lyArticle» it) wlii6hi 
fueh^g/rickitare playyj liif thefe Thift^s wdTettUld' 
miihindymAi wh^ alidcinioitaptiWe Sneet ^wdbld itt^^ 
reflWfc*«a»iWi/i^PoMokiii ^ . ' i. i ' 

Evm ;dii^*««w?if tht Stoliticfe are fohiethlng bettdf ^ 
jniha Hfafpeft: Eor iherifl, if dte King^ takes h^ona; 
cberPetiple^whttHeihiDksfieasflkry^ he doth not: <n^^ 
courage BoreignerS tb^db. k too. I dare:fay ifwoo^d; 
bdiihQii^ wnetchediBditickd^ ifia Miniftar w^st6' 
prdpofecd ThatyOi/any oihd* So^i-dgDitKat-he miglst^ 
gen -59,000/. a.. Year frdoi Itis Peopk <by making - 
tbem lo£f 2,o6b,ooo/. to Foreigners; fince he'i^u^ 
insnediailety difeern^ ihic his Subjefis Lofs, in the Bal* 
lbn<&e*eif Trade* mtifi in the Event be his own, and 
fcir S«rhioh;fuch" a TriflerwDuld make but a pittiful A- 
nuttd&i ahd Thi&>is truly the Cafe whehe Smuggling' 
is i^kheHpioci?hied or cbitnit^d at : Nop do I know a 
Stflite iirffr^jpr, that i9 a£buawd'43y fuch Principies. 
"WeCferetaciPeofdc mirelf movM by the f lights af I- 
nia!gifiati0n, and wfasie our whok H^ttS' are ftt on 
pee^^nting^whdtcanhftrdljrcive^ hapjpan, V9t are im^ 
pe<!d 'Oiic% a Sett of vMeb; ^hofe 'Whc^te Thoughts^ 
'acfcnida'itJB»w tdtniife^liemfcflrtfs,' ahd ruin us \ and? 
tlwi^^'tlfc i«2irjc Naihe qf a PrimiiNfiiMftct here is 
iftifl||i#uhy, ao&Sbas^i pr^opdrly :ipfcal:fegt no kind' di 
Bsifliaice^x>uf ' Oofllftidltiin ^' yar$Wh'a Thing :fclf- 
<h»9ad{dipii^uijndl^!ii, «ricb aM the'Paw^r avvd Aoiri^ 
tetd^iEfoaire4iPnaieblifimfter^ ^M^^with thisAdvam 
t9^t^m^%fiwk^^i^^ cheSovcK 

^\/^l^i E 2 1^0 
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rdgn can't depofe him, and has in niany Refpefts 
more the Powers of a Monarch, than any that ever 
yet reign'd. I fliall conclude this Work, by clearing 
up a f<^ming Paradox to thofe^ who^are not conTer* 
{9$it in Trade. How, fay they can it poffily be, tku: 
weihall, as this Scheme prctenda^ pay more Taxes 
than we did before, and yet not pay half So much ? 

— fincc the Expcnce of the Offioafs to receive 'em is not 
one Jhird oi the 0luantum. The phun State of the Cafe ' 
is this. The Merchant firft pays the Duty, then he 
pays himfelf Intereft for that Money, he advanoes for 
the Duty ; then he pays Fees, ordinary and extraordi- 
nary •, then ^ he pays himftU Idtereft on that again; 
then .he feUs to the wholefalc Man, on Credit ; thea 
he pays himfelf Intereft on that Credit : The whole^ 
fale Man confiders all this, and railes his Price on the 
Retailer accordingly, and that jReuiler on the Con* 
fumer in couirfe i So that in the whole, the Confumer 

-*- pays for Duty and Credit, at leaft Smj per Cent, on 
every Commodity he confumes^, more on fotne, leiii 
on others -, B)it it is fo much on an Average, it may be 
faid Credit will be given and paid for, if there was no 
. Duty : 'Tis true \ but not for above half the ^antumj 
which will kficn the AccumuiaidQn on that half con- 
flderably, as People may trade with lefs Capitals, and 
confequcntly have lefs Occafionior Credit, and folefs 
Rcafon to raife the Price of their Commodities. But 
here follows as material an Article, as any of the'reft : 
The High Duties naturally create Smuggling, this 

y^ Saiuggling carries a vaft Quantity of current Cafli 
out of the Natioo : The Trader muft confequently not 
' only have lefs to trade with, and fo deal more on Cre- 
dit i but" likcwifir, as he fells lefs, and has flowei^Re- 
mrm% be muft fdl dearer ; and as the Confumer, bf the 
want .of current Cafh, muft purchafe on Credit tbo, 
fo muft the Seller ftill increafir bis Price. All thde 
Things taken together, I think may Tcry well ac- 
count for the. Difference there .will be, in paying of 
one Tax by the Confumer, and paying in efli^ fa 
many difierent Duties on each difterenf Tax, by the 

— i'J-i Tradcn^ 
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Traders, Whfch at laft falls fo heavy on the. Con- 
fiimer ; And the Revenue will be flill more, as there 
wi^t be fewer Offieers to receive it. If this will not 
iotisfy any reafonablc Man of the Ncceffity of a fingie 
Tax, I own it is neither in my Power nor Will fiif- 
tber:to convince him. I am, Sir, i^c. 

I (hall add, by way of Supplement, a (hort Scheme, 
which I conceive will, to alL Intents and Purpbics, 
anfwcr the End of the foregoing, and the Tax be more . 
regular, evcni-and certain j .And this is to lay it on- 
Windows only.' As at is. now Jdid it is very uneven : : 
Butif-zo J. a-Yoar- be laid oh every Window of a 
Houfe above ten, and a j. a Ye^r on every Win*, 
dow above fiv^8, and none ulider; the Labourer .will, 
not lufFer, and ihe Whole will be near adequate .to 
the Fortunes* of the Perfons who pdflfelfs the Houles, 
or .rather to^theiT' Gonfumptiops, and muft'Iie on 
the- Hou(haIaer whether Owner or Tenant, becaufe 
he and his are the Confiimers. I prefumci as i^efbre,. 
that there arc £oa,ooo, with twenty Windows each 
on an Average; and 200,000 with above five Win* 
daw&each, that is to iay Seven and Half on an Ave-, 
rage, which is 5 i«> a. Houfe, the Produce then will be 

Six Hundred Thoufand Houfes at to /. 

per Houfe -■ ■> ^— 6,000,000. 

DUto at 5 s. per Houfe ■ . 150,000 

Two Hundred Thoufand at diti^. , 50^000, 

Land-Tax at ij. equally laid- < — ^ 2,000,000 
Lift of Duties and Re venuet to remain 

as before > ■■ > < ■ ' ' ■. a,ooC,ooO: 



Civil Lift . : i,oQO/30o 

Expences Receiving, &c. S50VO00. 
C!hai^ of ibpiWar, Ofr. 6,250^000 



i 



... i.. V 



7,400^000 



' -• R^oiaink clear /. 29800,009 

.r.;..i Xhe 
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The RcTcnuc in Timabf Peace will flsaiid tbu*:' 

Grofs Income as above =*--^ xcHlooJdeo' 

Expences as before^ Page i^ . i ■ « ■ mnr . K 3^3401000 



So that if there be Peace,, thefe Duties may be lowcrM 
accordingly, or if they continue about fix Years, cbey 
will pay off the whole Debt of tiic Nation } And tb^ 
the Land-Tax may be taken afFforever, and tbo 
Tax on Houfes one Half in Timet of .Peace, and' 
needs, nearer bebighot) ia Time of War.^ In Peaed cfair 
SurpIus^Taxcs will be almoft feven Millions: And* 
if Peacexocttinnes Umg, I could wifli a good ITorc^^ 
figfac putfned, which would anfwer two Very important 
Bnds; What I propofe, is Co raifeat Idaft 'half a Million^ 
a Year more than the Exigencies of the Scace requii^^. 
and^hil to be lent out at ^^ per Cent. onTuch 
Land-Securities, as tfaeiActorney aodSoUicitor-Gene^ 
ral fball Approve, and on fuch private or perftmal 
Securities, as the Board of Trade ihaU approve,ft\clie 
fame to have, like all other Goveromem-Debta^ die 
Preference : The Land-Securities liable to three 
Month's Notice, the Perfonal to tdh Days, wkh. 
facte cauiional Provifiens for preventing Frauds^ as 
ihattrbe. found neeefl^y,-aod which, muft be agitated 
iniectet, fo not prop^ to be ntencioiledhere. . 

TbeJOvo good -Ends of fiich a Proceederet I thank' 
need little Explanstkwr The^Go^nnacnc wiillqt 
this Meana^ in a-few'¥eafs, lay- up (uch a&odk^.;as 
w ill enab le (hem to do the Nation Juftice, on all Oc- 
cafionaj^^ and the honeft Subjedl, who wants Money, 
may always havr itxjoocafgr Terms, free from. ItHfo-t 
fuion and Ufury^. lam very wcU' aware ofitU^tbtf 
Objeftions, that can) be &)adc, andiihAtlftlwkyt'beictt^ 
dy^tiodD^^ them, if-*iatroduc*d with good Manners \ 
etherwife-' (hall difregard them : For as I have no 
Views isut what center in the pubtick jQote^» dT are lo 
t.:\ intend- 



